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   Hearing devices are available on request. 

Large print copies of this bulletin are available. 

Fair Trade coffee and tea is served at MHCC in support of living wages and  
fair prices for the workers in the countries where these products originate. 



Order of Worship 
    Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Words of Welcome   Rev. John O’Neal 

The Church Gathers to Worship 

Prelude   Nun Danket Alle Gott  J. S. Bach 
Greg Nunn, organist 

*Responsive Call to Worship       Rev. Arthur Stewart 

 One:  We come, for God gathers us here, 
          with that community called faith: 

 Many:  where the hungry are served first, 
             where the thirsty drink life's water. 

 One:  We come, for God welcomes us here 
           into that home called grace: 

 Many:  where the naked are clothed in robes of hope; 
              where the stranger is embraced as the long-lost prodigal. 

 One:  We come, for God reunites us here, 
           sisters and brothers in that family called love: 

 Many:  where the imprisoned model justice, 
             where the sick are cradled in God's peace. 

*Opening Hymn 285 How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely MERLE’S TUNE 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer  Paul Rodgers 
 Our Creator, in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kin-dom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil.  For yours is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Children’s Moment    Rev. Kathy Bouchard 
 Children ages four through third grade are invited to leave for Children’s Worship 

after the Children’s Moment.  

 

*Please rise in either body or spirit  

    

 “Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ, we gladly welcome you into this 
community of faith, enfolding you with our love and committing ourselves to your care.  
In the power of God’s Spirit, let us mutually encourage each other to trust God and 
strengthen one another to serve others.” 

Vision Statement 
Midway Hills Christian Church is a Shalom Community, unified in our love for Jesus 
Christ and his teachings.  We understand biblical shalom as a call to act for justice and 
to respect God’s creation.  We cherish the gift of life and support each other in our 
spiritual journey.  Grounded in worship, Bible study, and prayer, we seek to be 
instruments of God’s healing through efforts to eliminate poverty, injustice, hunger, and 
social ills that afflict our community locally and globally.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation celebrating diversity and seeking to transform our world as we 
build bridges across race, class, gender, sexual orientation, physical ability, religions and 
all barriers that divide God’s people. 



 

 
CYF Lunch & Activities are 12:30 - 1:45 p.m. today in Community Hall. 
 
November is No-Vespers: Jazz Vespers takes a break this month. 
The next Jazz Vespers, “Christmas Comes Early,” is December 17 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The Reverse Advent Calendar is about giving back.  
For each day of Advent, collect at least one non-perishable food item for North Dallas 
Shared Ministries, and spend a few moments in reflection. Grocery bags are available for 
you to take home to fill during the Advent season. Return your bag at the Christmas Eve 
morning or evening service for delivery to NDSM. 
 
Justice Team meets Nov. 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room. 
 
Worship Team meets Dec. 2, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 
The Alternative Christmas Gift Market is coming soon! 
Our 2017 gift market will be on Sunday, Dec. 3, with follow-up opportunities on Dec. 10 
and 17.  Volunteers are needed. To help with hosting a table or being a cashier, contact 
Kathy or John Leslie. To help with refreshments, contact Sheila Collins. 
 
MHCC Board meets Dec. 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Reindeer Games set for Dec. 15, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at Midway Hills. 
Chi Rho and CYF are invited to attend these festive games; food and fun will be provided. 
 
Star Wars Lock-In planned for Dec. 15-16, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 a.m. 
Chi Rho and CYF students are invited to “Join the Resistance” and “Use the Force” as we 
head out to see the premier of Star Wars: The Last Jedi, and play Star Wars related 
games. ALL. NIGHT. LONG. It is $20 per person to attend. Contact Chance Wilhite. 
 
Congregational Meeting set for Sunday, Dec. 17 after morning worship. 
 
Family Lunch & Advent Workshop is Dec. 17 in Community Hall. 
 
Grieve, mourn, and find strength at the Longest Night Service. 
Thursday, December 21 at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. 
 

All announcements are submitted through the Church Office. 
The deadline for announcements for the coming week is Wednesday, 12 p.m. 

The Church in Proclamation 

Scripture Lesson Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 Stephen Studnicka 

Prayers of the People    Rev. John O’Neal  

Anthem   My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Mac Wiberg 
     MHCC Choir 

Scripture Lesson Matthew 25:31-46  Stephen Studnicka 

Sermon   “For All the Goats”  Rev. Arthur Stewart 

The People Respond to the Word of God 

Call to Giving   Linda Wassenich 

Offertory   The Ash Grove  Douglas E. Wag 
     Greg Nunn, organist 

*Response  

 

 

 

*Prayer of Dedication   Linda Wassenich 

Passing of the Peace 
You are invited to greet those around you by offering the peace of Christ as a sign 
of reconciliation with God and others.  An appropriate exchange is, “The peace of 
Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

The Church Is Restored in Christ 

Communion Hymn 400 When You Do This, LORETTO 
 Remember Me 

Meditation and Words of Institution  Rev. Arthur Stewart 
 Gluten-free crackers are available for communion in the white cups. 

  Cre  -   a  -   tor, Christ, and      Ho  -  ly   Ghost. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving  Paul Rodgers 

Communion Meditation You are the way …  Alfred V. Fedak 
Greg Nunn, organist 

     The Church Goes into the World 

*Call to Discipleship Rev. John O’Neal 

*Closing Hymn 595 Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

*The Sending  Rev. Arthur Stewart 

Postlude   The God of Abraham Praise Michael Burkhardt 
     Greg Nunn, organist 
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We are very glad you have chosen to worship with us today.  You may have questions 
about why and how we do things. Below are the answers to some frequently asked 
questions about our service and congregation. 

Are children welcome in worship? 
Absolutely!  Children are invited to participate in as much of the service as they like.  In 
the back corner of the sanctuary, we have a space specifically set up for families.  We 
also have a fully-staffed nursery, and a children’s class after the Children’s Moment in 
worship. 

What do you mean, pass the Peace of Christ? 
Before we take communion, we proclaim and celebrate the fact that through Jesus 
Christ, we are reconciled to God and one another.  We do this by greeting one another 
with the peace of Christ — saying “The peace of Christ with you,” and responding to 
others who say it with, “And also with you,” — but do not be surprised if folks take a 
moment to practice community and conversation — we are involved with one another. 

What is communion and what do I do? 
Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper and the Eucharist, is a reenactment of 
the last gathering Jesus had with his disciples before his death and resurrection.  We 
believe this time of remembrance and reconciliation is central to the Christian faith. 

We will join together in a communion hymn, and once the story is retold at the Table, 
our Deacons will come to you and offer a piece of bread and a small cup of grape juice.  
Please eat the bread, drink the juice, and place the cup back in the tray the Deacon 
holds.  You are encouraged to spend this time in prayer and contemplation. 

Why do we sing hymns? 
Often people wonder why “traditional” churches have songs that are so wordy.  Each 
hymn is written much like a poem.  Some are ancient and others were written in 
modern times.  The gift that hymns bring to worship is a language rooted in the 
earliest days of the Church to express our gratitude, confess our relationship with God, 
and uplift all of the emotions and complexities of life. 
 
 

 
Scan with your QR code app. 


